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Jim Lesar 
yi8 F St., W1 tt 509 
Washington, DC 20004 

Dear Jim, 

Not loiv/; ago you told me I should read ^onzi's book, wliich I'd been ignoring, along 
with many others 1 regard as time-wasters. I asked you why and you gave me no real an- 
swer, just indicating that it had information in it tlrat 1 should know. When you said 
that aft t I'd indicated my opinion of him and his work I assumed that you saw something 
really worthwhile in it. So, 1 got it and read it, not skipping until toward the end. 
Having finished it, I'm not all that sorry and I'm not complaining about your referring 
me to a book that is very bad in almost all ways. I've done some annotating on it. 

The one way in which it is not as bad as it could be tells me nothing new, that 
the 2^5 HSCA was terrible. However-, h might be of some use to the people for them to 
know that. Fonzi fell far Ashojfv and lie is dope enough not to perceive what was liappening 
at the hearings, which were aimed at debumldng all the criticism^ fill except mine. Blakey 
never mentioned me in any of his narrations. 

Those incompetents never did look into the assassination itself and Fonzi, for all 
his demands, from Ids own recount made no such recommendation of demand. Not even after 
it was all over, in Ills book. The r as on is simple: he did not believe that was the way 
to investigate the assassination. lake all ^ou itoung fogies, he actually believed he had 
solved it with his Vecinna diversion . 

All of you, too, have childish notions about intelligence agencies, like coming from 
novels. What was from the first obvious in the Vefiana story is so gross a violation of 
what I think is called tradecraft that no intelligence agent of any kind would permit 
it, leave along arrange it. He would never bring two of Ids people together, least of all 
in daylight and in a place where many e|pople co^ld see it. Pldlips would never have done 
that or anytldng like it. 

Moreover, Fonzi et al merely presumed tliat Veciana worked for the CIA. There is no 
proof of tliat and no indication anyreal effort was made to learn. 

We]^, he didn t. I'm surprised ^ tliat ^och did not remember that because I told him and 
he reminded me of it. I cannot find what 1 believe was my fiprst rofford of it but my file 
does hold a copy of a letter I believe was to a Post reporter referring to the actuality. 
I'll enclose it. I'll explain how I learned. 

Lil and I had a dear friend, E^rnie Merger, who in thoi days liad the only bookstore 

in Frederick, -^ilcc me, Ernie was a transplanted Philadelphian, a psk jazz (taditional) 

buff like me and unlike me, an excellent pianists. I tliinlc he'd first come here with 

a band during the Croat Depression. He fv/tyed, married a local woman who died yound. re- 

married, and when^las two soh^s by the first marriage was working on a thesis, doctoral, 
^adison, Erni^j? asked me if I could help that son, Henry. 
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First I suggested to Henry tliat lie reformulate Ms topic* It was on the United 
States union movement said foreign policy, I've forgotten the exact formulation* I 
suggested the labor movement as part of US foreign policy. $ e like that. I was able to 
open some doors in Washington to him. One .as at the AFL-CIO, right up^t the top. As 
a result henry had access to all ho wanted from the records of their ^international 


'gwifederation of Free ^rade u nions. It was started in 


IL 


psition to an international 


grouping in Europe was was to the left of center ^^diTving -^rown handled Europe and 

, . . x 

Africa. (Aside : once when ^ was trying to get fertile eggs of a famous French chicken, 
36a poulet^ do B rosse> Brown wqs going to send them in the diplomatic punch!; Sorafino 

r } 11 6^ *r /\ ^ 

Roulmaldi hauled the western hemisphere, ho’faaldi and ^ had met sole ally several times, 
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at the home of our (Mends who were his friends. 


The ICFTU worked with the CIA, very closely, but was not part of it. Forexaraple, 
they led the overtlirow of the freely elected ^uyana government of Cheddi ^agan. I think 
they were less than happy in th . end because their Forbes Burnham turned the Jagan way 
on them last I remember. 

Veciana kbrked for the ICFTU. Hot the CIA itself as of the only knowledge I have. 

I leal fifed that much earlier tlian the enclosed record of 1970. Henry ^erger had his 
doctorate and was teacliing at Vermont, Burlington, the early winter of 1966 when he had 

\CJ 

me got there to speak. He then witched to Y/ashington , St. 4.ouis where as of my last 
know ledge he still was. He worked in the ttoi/naldi [files in the early I96O3. 

As you canXee , my typing was not always tlds terrible! 1 I then had my old upright 


and could face it when typing. 

1*11 ask Iloeh if he can retrieve the short memo I wrote him some years before this one. 
I'm not going to take the tine for all the many criticisms I can make of Fonsi’s 
foolishness, llejz treating third-hand hearsay and the given word in Ms writing,over 
and over again. I never sought to liave anytMng to do with Mm after he and tliat poli- 
tical dod iaiaSSiia decided that C 0 nklly could not liave been liit before Z ffame 292 

/) 

and Salandria insisted on dominating the first 5 l/2 hours of a 4 hour talk show I had, 

with tliat stupidity. (Vince used to keep Garrison enthralled holding forth on how the 

JFK assassination is like Trotsky’s. It was because he could do tliat tliat ^ had him with 

me so I could break up the horror Garrison planned to commemorate the fifth anniversary, 

one part of wliich would have been to charge Robert ^ee Rerrin as a Grassy Iv noll assassin- 

one of the shooters* when ^TPerrin had killedtaimself the year before.it It worked but 
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you wont see tlii3 In Garrison’s book! It has poor Boxley the villain.) 

There is one tiling tliat Fonsi was too dopey, too grossly ignorant, too deeply mired 
in Ms Veciana nonsense to bo sqsp able to understand its importance- IF TRUE. I enclose 
Ids ftege y60; "Ted) Shackle^ said if he had lmown'p/hat (JF) Kennedy meant by 'hard intel- 
ligence’ he would have gotten Mm a U-2 photograph (of the missiles) much earlier.". 

, /'f/N 

jew from another 8010*00 this he could have done, but the official story is that 
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a long-lasting cloud cover prevented any U-2 filming of ijuba until the CI^ gave JFK 
those^he used in tliat famous speech ammouncing their dlsclovery and what we's do# 

' The significant^/ should he apparent: they had the proof and delayed it to bring us 
to the brink of a holocaust# And all the intervening time Senator Koatin.'/et al were 
beating the war drums with vigor# ' 

Nenry, for some reason I suspect had to do witJi his career, refused several offers 

to publish his thesis as a bok# 1$ father could not understand it# I remember clearly 

who did me the favor of opening those files to llenry but see no point in using the 

name, it was in ^eany 1 s office, is 1 remember the name of the AFL/CJ0 president 
/ ? . 

correct j^first name eorge. I tliink I remember who the John on the Post was# \[o got fired 
during a labot dispute# 

And if he forwarded my letter to Dan KUrzman, Dan never answered# The Post fired h 
him when he was to & do its story din VJliitewash# 1 think it was over something he f d 
written about the Dominican Republic# I tliink they gave liiin a good severance and he 
started writing books# ^‘ine fellow# 

If as i believe is not possible the assassination itself is ever solved, it will 
not be the likes of any who have written these books of theories they regard as fact 
and tr£at tliat way. 

And an enormous amount of harm, Continues to be done by them. The confuse the people 
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even more and turn all sitacs in a position to perhaps got interested -off . They cover 
the official asses as officidom cannot do for itself. And ty$ given the media its 
justification for what cannot be justified. 

l)o you realize tliat in Fonzi's book he never once makes any mention of the fact 
of the ' ssassination? ^e is indifferent to it, would be Ilercule Poirrot/ Perry /^ason/ 

ir ' I 

Sherlock holnies he imagines himself to be. 

It is all so stupid, so sick, so ego-centered, so selfjjdefeqting and so hurtful 
to truth and to the country# And, naturally, that crap always finds a pubj©sher home. 

I am anxious to get the ^oiiyer hearings and to bo told the name of the one Posner 

interrupted. 

Do you know Anna Marie Old Fogie 

j£uhns Vlalko? She sent G ary 

Aguilar some fine stuff from the disclosed 

I1SGA records and he gave me copies. I'd like to thank her and ask her if she gets more 
like it to please send me copies. Is she by chance married to a man ft Andrews? A woman 
[tiho is phoned me shortly after the new stuff wsy> opened. I was to hear f rom her again 
but haven't# 
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